
 Invasive weeds are generally 

non-native plants introduced to this area from other 

parts of the world. Many were first brought here for a certain use by 

colonists in the mid-1800s and continue to be imported. Over time the population 

levels exploded into problems or were carriers of other species (diseases, 

insects, seeds, etc.). Multiflora Rose, Rosa multiflora, was originally used as an 

ornamental fence. Invasives affect many businesses within agriculture and 

destroy natural habitats. Most of these non-native invasive plants have strong 

survival advantages that can include: 

 Production of thousands of seeds with long seed viability 

 Rapid early growth rates 

 Very few native predators (fungi, diseases or insects) to control 

 Resiliency to pathogens 

 Waxy coating on leaves slows decomposition 

 Extensive roots, tubers or rhizomes can resprout after topkill 

 Tolerance to harsh soil conditions, flooding, drought and shade 

 Secretion of allelopathic chemicals in soil that prevents other plant seed from 

germinating or growth 

 

You can be a part of the solution! 
1) Identify some of the most common problem plants. 

2) Remove the invasive at the right time of year with a fitting method (use the 

legend below for the following pages). NOTE: depending on chemical used, 

there may be some variation within particular months. When using goats 

it is important to repeatedly defoliate target plants as soon as they leaf 

out during the growing season (control depends on stocking density and 

height of target plants; goats can also debark woody plants to provide 

adequate control). Contact a local Cooperative Extension or Forest 

Service office for chemical recommendations and to see if rent-a-goat 

operations exist.  

 

 Hand pulling Cut Mow 

 

 Wipe with pesticide Hand spray Broadcast spray 

 

 Goats Prescribed burn 

 

Most herbs and vines can be controlled with cardboard and mulch during December-February.  

 

3) Replant with native vegetation of local origin or non-invasive alternatives. Establishing a thick cover of 

trees will help shade out and discourage establishment of many invasives. Native plants should always 

be selected for wildlife food plots, pollinator habitat, and soil stabilization.  

 https://www.ncsu.edu/goingnative/ 

 http://www.ncwildflower.org/ 
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Tree-of-Heaven, Ailanthus altissima 

*Pull young with entire root when soil moist. 

Must dispose of seeds. 

            

Mimosa, Albizia julibrissin  

*Pull young when soil moist to ensure root 

removal. Resprouts require follow-up of 

herbicide or cutting. **Treat within 5 min. 

Temps should be >65° and <85°. ***Goats will 

debark canes.  

            

English Ivy, Hedera helix  

Bag and trash root bits or it will re-root. *Treat 

only when temps are >55° for several days. 

            

Japanese Honeysuckle, Lonicera japonica 

*Cut to ground and spray. Treat only when 

temps are >55° for several days. Mowing not 

recommended. **Relished by goats as long as 

leaves present.  

            

Kudzu, Pueraria montana 

If 10+ yrs old mowing and burning ineffective. 

Control may require numerous years of 

treatment. *Apply chemicals when flowering. 

**Effective on young plants. 

            

* 

* 
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Russian Olive, Elaeagnus angustifolia 

*Pull young only when soil moist to ensure all 

root removal. **Treat within 5 min. Burning, 

cutting or mowing must be used in conjunction 

with another method. ***Debark canes when 

stocking density is high.  

            

Thorny Olive, Elaeagnus pungens 

*Treat stumps within 5 min. Mowing and 

burning ineffective. **Debark canes when 

stocking density is high. 

            

Autumn Olive, Elaeagnus umbellata 

*Pull young when soil moist to ensure root 

removal. **Treat within 5 min. Mowing and 

burning ineffective.  

            

Japanese Privet, Ligustrum japonicum; 

Chinese Privet, Ligustrum sinense  

*Pull young; get entire root system. **Temp 

>65°; multiple applications necessary. Mowing 

ineffective.  

            

Japanese Knotweed 

Polygonum cuspidatum 

*Pull all root system (tender shoots <1ft 

edible). **If near water cut above waterline 

and wipe. Multiple applications necessary. 

            

* 
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Multiflora Rose, Rosa multiflora 

*As long as the ground isn’t frozen. **If large 

thicket, cut to ground, allow to resprout and 

then spray. ***Periodic browsing needed to 

keep pressure through defoliation. 

            

Japanese Stiltgrass 

Microstegium vimineum 

Early removal is imperative. Pull before seeds 

(early Sept). *Pre & post emergence strongly 

recommended for seedlings. **Before flowers 

and seeds (after 1st frost).  

            

* ** 

Resources 

http://nc-ipc.weebly.com/management--control.html 

http://www.ncforestservice.gov/publications.htm 

http://www.se-eppc.org/northcarolina/NCDOT_Invasive_Exotic_Plants.pdf 

http://www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov 

http://plants.usda.gov 

http://www.invasive.org 

http://www.fs.fed.us/invasivespecies/speciesprofiles 

 

Image Credits 

ClipArt: https://thenounproject.com/ 

5423994/F. Bonner, USFS, Bugwood.org 

2307049/P. Breen, OSU, Bugwood.org 

1115030/C. T. Bryson, USDA Ag. Res. Serv., Bugwood.org 

5421994/E. Chambliss, USFS, Bugwood.org 

5493281/W. M. Ciesla, Forest Health Mngt. Intl., Bugwood.org 

5427407, 2189040/C. Evans, U of IL, Bugwood.org 

5401413/L. Ingram, Bugwood.org 

5389540/N. Loewenstein, AU, Bugwood.org 

5451629, 5501112, 5452527, 5452640/L. J. Mehrhoff, U of CT, Bugwood.org 

0016038, 0016058, 2307078, 1120424, 2307160/J. H. Miller & T. Bodner, S. Weed Science Society, Bugwood.org 

2307009, 2307059, 2307085, 2307079, 0016157, 0016160, 5422031, 1539047, 2307112, 2307113, 2307116, 2307117/J. H. Miller, USFS, 

Bugwood.org 

5434758/K. A. Rawlins, U of GA, Bugwood.org 

9005085/B. Rice, sarracenia.com, Bugwood.org 

5523854/D. Stephens, Bugwood.org 

5509791, 5509732/T. D. Sydnor, OSU, Bugwood.org 

Tropical Soda Apple 

  

Japanese Stiltgrass, Microstegium vimineum Multiflora Rose, Rosa multiflora 

 Hand pulling Cut 

 

 Mow Wipe with pesticide 

 

 Hand spray Broadcast spray 

 

 Goats Prescribed burn 

* 

** 

*** 


